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SEW WHAT 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE TIDEWATER QUILTERS’ GUILD, INC    WWW.TQGVA.ORG 

Editor: Norene Skiles 

tqgvanewsletter@gmail.com Program Preview 

Saturday Guild—January 6 

Program: Open Sew 

Monday Guild—January 8 

 Day Chapter: TBD  followed by 

“After School” Linus Sewing 

 

 Evening Chapter: Library Book 

Challenge 

For Times and Places of meetings, see 

Page 6 in this Newsletter. 
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Last year at this time, I reflected on the ac-
complishments for the year before.  This 
year I think an overall look at the things 
which we will be sponsoring for the com-
ing year is order. 

 

Darlene Price and her crew are working 
diligently to finish hand quilting the 2018 
Raffle Quilt.   It has generating a lot of in-
terest in local craft shows where they have 
demonstrated the technique. 

 

Debby Coleman, our Programs Chair, has 
set up a workshop for Saturday, February 
10.  Pennie Domikis will be teaching her 
Scrap Petal Garden Class.   Even though it 
says Scrap, we can use coordinated colors 
if we wish.  The sample is beautiful.   It is 
machine applique.   As much as I love the 
look of applique, I wasn’t too crazy about 
the process until I learned machine ap-
plique.   I am really looking forward to the 
class.   The fee is $40 which is well below 
the minimum cost of a class at Mancuso.   
There is a $19 class tool kit fee on the day 
of the workshop but that spreads the cost 
so the whole amount doesn’t need to be 
paid at once.   Penny will also be speaking 
at the Chapter Meetings on Monday, Feb-
ruary 12.  Whenever a national speaker 
teaches a class before speaking at a guild 
meeting, many people state after the 
meeting, that they wished they had taken 
the class.  Don’t be one of those people--
sign up for the class now.   (Before you ask, 

we would like to have workshops after the 
chapter meetings, but that would entail 
additional transportation and lodging costs 
that make it cost prohibitive.)  

 

Gene Payne is coordinating the collection 
and hanging of our quilts for the Mancuso 
show.  Hopefully by now you have given 
him all the information needed.   

 

Registration for the Spring Fling starts this 
month.  I usually Sit & Sew but I have seen 
a “must-do” class and am planning to take 
advantage of the opportunity.   See the op-
portunities Pat Carney has given us in this 
newsletter.    

 

In August, we will be presenting our quilts 
in our bi-annual show.   I am hoping all of 
you are choosing the three quilts you will 
display.   I am so proud to be a part of this 
guild and am looking forward to showing 
off the breadth of our talent.    

 

In October, AQS is sponsoring their first 
show in our area and I am looking forward 
to that as well.    

 

The coming year promises to contain a 
wealth of opportunities for us to use and 
to expand our gifts.  I am excited to be a 
part of everything. 

 

Ann Walls 

TQG President 
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Saturday Chapter Rocks! 
 
January Program: Open Sewing! 
         Bring your machine or hand work and 
let’s Sew! We have the space till 4, so pack a 
lunch and we can have a great time! 
What an amazing way to end the year at 
the Saturday meeting with a Christmas/
Holiday Party!   

There were 47 members and 3 guests 

Most everyone brought  “a yard and a card” 
and to welcome the guests three members 
gave their turn to pick from the gifts to 
our  guests.  The quilting spirit of giving was 
alive and well. 

Many bird blocks were turned in to cre-
ate Saturday’s group entry to the Mid-Atlantic 
Quilt Show!  It is titled “Birds of a Feather” 
and we can hardly wait to see it together and 
quilted.  At the March meeting there will be a 
drawing of those who participated to win this 
quilt.  There is a catch—they must be willing 
to put it in our TQG quilt show next year.  An 
honor for sure! 

This month’s BOM “Blue Chains” were won 
by Jan Krebs. That one is going to be a beau-
ty! 
Next month BOM will be a log cabin with red 
center square followed by strips of browns 
and beiges. The center is to be 3.5 red square 
and the logs are 2 inch wide. 

Our UFO/topper projects will be #2 due in 
January.  We will have a free day to sit & sew 
at January meeting so bring whatever you are 
working on!  Excited to see what you all will 
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bring and to spend the day together.   

Our Chairperson, Heather Hancsak presented 
the Saturday board with gifts of gratitude, fabric 
and candles...how awesome she is. Thank you, 
Heather! 

Door prizes were won by Helen Ernst, Judy 
McCloskey, Betsy Kessler, Debi Harding, Darlene 
Price, and Chris Walker. 

Show and Tell brought on extra oooohhhhs and 
aaaaawws due to the holiday spirit. 
We had a wonderful lunch together and then 
made ornaments to take home.  Many thanks to 
all who made that happen......angels from heav-
en. 
Looking forward to a new year in our quilting 
world! 
Stay inspired,  
Judy McCloskey and Heather Hancsak 



Tidewater Quilters’ Guild Newsletter                                                                                                    January 2018, Volume 41, Issue 1                                 

 4 

 

Ilona Bruner, Coordinator for the Day Chapter of 
the Tidewater Quilt Guild, called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 a.m. 

Attendance - We had 63 members and No guests. 

Treasurer’s Report - Our balance is $510.25. 

December Birthdays- Members who have De-

cember birthdays were recognized. 

 
Linus – Collier Webb said that next month we will 
have an “after school” program.  It will start an 
hour earlier than it normally does.  Donna Rob-
ertson, from Texas, will teach us to make enve-
lope-style crib blankets.  Bring a sewing machine, 
cutting board, ruler, rotary cutter/scissors.  If you 
can, bring an iron and ironing board.    
Our monthly sewing will be held at Woodlawn on 
the last Saturday in January (1/27/18). 
 
Mancuso Show – Reminder each entry must have 
a 4” hanging sleeve and a label.  Information is 
due in January. 
TQG Quilt Show Challenge – The theme is “Every 
Quilt Tells a Story”-Begin and end at home.  The 
size is to be no larger than 80” in perimeter.  Each 
kit costs $5.00 for the fabric which must be used 
in the quilt.  Quilts are due at the July 2018 
meeting. 
 
Magazines – Quilters with birthdays in December 
were reminded to get their magazines in January. 
Lucky Buck – Joyce Guster won the Lucky Buck 
blocks. 
Fat Quarters-Linda Blake won the fat quarters. 
Block of the Month- Interested participants were 
given a pattern to make into a 12 ½” block.                   
Debbie Williams won the December blocks. 
Library – Laura Storm said she will be collecting 
books today. 
Quilt Show – August 17 and 18, 2018 – It will be 

held at Cape Henry Collegiate on Mill Dam Rd. in  

Virginia Beach. 

Raffle Quilt – The Quilt Show Raffle Quilt is beau-

tiful.  It is 101” x 87” (an oversized queen).  Tickets 

are available to sell.  It will be raffled at the Quilt 

Show in August. 

Class Offering – Scrap Petal Garden, a machine 

appliqué class, will be offered 2/10/18 from 10:00  

- 4:00 at Wycliffe Presbyterian Church.  Contact 

Debby Coleman for more information. 

Door Prizes were won by the following:  Lynn Va-

los, Mary Hormel, Debby Coleman, Debbie Wil-

liams, Charlene Frieland, Gene Payne, Donna Lam-

bert, Mkiwa Khalid, Jane Arthur, Beth Thompson, 

Josefina Fohy, Ginger Mayer, Sue Baynes, Bob 

Lang, Shelly Stewart, Joyce Guster, Roz Weinstein, 

and Judy Ross. 

See you in January, 
     Ginger Mayer 
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Door Prize Winners: Donna Barba, Lynn 
Smith, Anniliese Flynn, Bonnie Betz and Pat 
Carney 
BOM:  17 blocks-Baseemah Cumberland-
Smith 
EBOM: 9 blocks-Lili Niedi 
Lucky Buck: 15 blocks-Charlene Friesland 
Show & Tell drawing: Jane Ann Hall, Char-
lene Friesland and Darlene Price 
We then had show and tell and Wow! 
Amazing and beautiful work was shown 
again. We have such a diverse amount of 
talent in our guild!!! 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15. 
For those who could stay, fabric was cut 
into squares for Linus Quilts. 
 
Respectfully submitted-Lisa Frieman, Night 
Chapter Secretary 
 

From the Night Chapter Coordinator: 

Thanks to all who assisted to help make 
our December party fun, tasty and some-
what productive with the creation of a few 
Linus quilt kits. We had delicious food, lots 
of socializing, and lots of drawings. 

January will bring a new year and a new 
challenge. Join us for a presentation of se-
lected library books and step up to the 
challenge to check out a book and create a 
new quilt for a chance to win a prize in our 
next show & tell 
drawing. 

See you next year! 

Tammy Halstead 
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Tammy Halstead, Night Chapter Coordinator, 
opened the meeting at 7:00 pm, welcoming 
all.  There were 55 members and no guests.  
December birthdays were celebrated. 
 
We had our Christmas party with food, drinks 
and wonderful fellowship! We had cute fabric 
bowls in center of each table that were 
raffled off to a person at the table they were 
sitting at! Thank you to Karen Fisher and Faye 
Hannah (I apologize if I have this wrong) for 
making the holders and the candy that was in 
them!!! 
Announcements/Reminders: 
 
 Grey Castro informed us that the entry forms 
are available whenever members have a pro-
ject ready for the Quilt Show. 
 
Spring Fling will be on March 17, 2018 which 
is also St. Patrick’s Day. The next meeting is 
at 7pm on Nov 20th at the church for anyone 
who would like to help. They are looking for 
donations of selvage to selvage strips, no 
smaller than 2.5 inches that will be made in-
to jelly rolls for door prizes instead of fat 
quarters. 
 
The block for Spring Fling is the Sawtooth 
block and is $3 each or two for $5. 
 
Debby Coleman told us about a class being 
held on Feb 10th at Wycliffe Presbyterian 
Church. It is Penni Dominic’s Scrap Petal Gar-
den. Cost is $40 plus $19 for toolkit on the 
day of class. 
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Guild Chapter Meeting Locations 

 Saturday Harvest Assembly of God 
525 Kempsville Rd., Chesapeake 
(First Sat., 10:00 a.m.) 

Monday—Day New Heights Fellowship Church 
1251 Kempsville Rd., Norfolk 
(Second Mon., 9:30 a.m. social & 
10:00 a.m. meeting) 
 

Monday—Evening Community United Methodist 
1072 Old Kempsville Rd., Va Beach 
(Second Mon., 6:30 p.m. social & 
7:00 p.m. meeting) 
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TQG Executive Board 

President Ann Walls Day Coordinator Ilona Webb-Bruner  

First Vice President Pat Carney Night Coordinator Tammy Halstead  

Second Vice Presi-

dent 

Debby Coleman Saturday Coordinator Heather Hancsak  

Secretary Lorrie Ames Newsletter Norene Skiles  

Treasurer Martha Schwegler Webmistress Diana Behling  

Community Outreach Cindy Reno Membership Linda Kelley  

  Quilt Show  Karan Fisher  
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Gadget Guru 

After months away—I have returned and I have a new gadget  to tell you about. It is a Square 
on Square Trim Tool.  it is a nonslip made by Creative Grids for creating  4 or 8”square on 
square blocks and the cutting lines are printed right on the  square! What could be easer? If 
you are interested ask a your local quilt shop - I am sure they would be happy to order one 
for you.  

Happy quilting,  

Margo 

Our Annual Quilt Show is this August and we are once again putting an insert in  the program. 
This year we  are  calling on TQG members to assist us. us. Please write down your favorite 
notion along with your name and give it to Margo Bavry or send it to quilter11@me.com If 
you want to add a comment that would be fine. 

mailto:quilter11@me.com
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Babylock Sashiko Machine, BLQK, 

has the Instruction books and ac-

cessories, in Original Box + Plexi-

glas extension table, the machine 

has not been used since cleaning 

service, $1,200.  

 Contact Laura Gilbert, 757-312-

0208 or LauraEG@aol.com  

Interesting Online Article with a lot of 

Helps: 

      Below is a great article with many helpful 

links and video instructions.  From time to 

time even the most experienced quilters 

need little refreshers, or they find new ways 

to achieve results.  I had never heard of the 

way she “fixes” problem blocks and I am go-

ing to try that technique on my next wonky 

block. 

10 Quilting Techniques Every Quilter should 

Master 

 (https://www.thespruce.com/skills-every-beginning-quilter-

should-master-2821882) 

Important Skills for Quilters  By Janet Wickell 

1. Become familiar with quilting terms. 

2. Learn about the qualities of fabric. 

3. Learn to sew an accurate quarter inch seam. 

4. Develop rotary cutting skills. 

5. Learn quick piecing techniques. 

6. Get pressing basic techniques down pat. 

7. Don’t pitch those problem blocks.  

8. Measure and sew borders the correct way. 

9. Be sure to try mitered bindings. 

10. Don’t obsess over errors. 

Online Quilting Fun 2018 

Elizabeth Hartman’s All the Animals Sew-Along—Jan. 3—June 9 https://tinyurl.com/ybpqa78g  

Check out Gnome Angel for some online sewing fun: http://www.gnomeangel.com 

Facebook Sewing Groups (You must have a Facebook account. Then search for these groups): Scrappy 

Girls Club,  Quilt As You Go ,  or Quilting on a Budget. 

tel:(757)%20312-0208
tel:(757)%20312-0208
https://www.thespruce.com/skills-every-beginning-quilter-should-master-2821882
https://www.thespruce.com/skills-every-beginning-quilter-should-master-2821882
https://www.thespruce.com/skills-every-beginning-quilter-should-master-2821882
https://tinyurl.com/ybpqa78g
http://www.gnomeangel.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ScrappyGirlsClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ScrappyGirlsClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/809334825808163/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1606224696061172/
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Penni Domikis Scrap Petal Garden Class  

February 10, 2018  

As we prepared for the Christmas season, plans were underway to brighten up the dark days of 
February with a workshop presented by Penni Domikis. 

  Penni Domikis is the owner and chief designer of Cabin in the Woods Quilt-
ers. CWQ is a quilt pattern design company established in 2003 and located in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. She was introduced to quilting by a family friend and 
combined her love for this hobby as well as photography and graphic design 
into a thriving pattern design business. She is an award-winning quilter and 
has developed a reputation for breaking down quilting designs into managea-
ble pieces for quilters of all skill levels, leading to my company motto, “Make 

it simple... but make it with style!” “I love the creativity of coming up with new designs and de-
light in all aspects of the patterning process, from the cutting to the stitching, to the print lay-
out for production. I love meeting quilters from all over the country at classes, workshops and 
quilt shows and enjoy seeing my designs stitched and recreated by other quilters.” 

 The workshop, Scrap Petal Garden Class, will be held at the Wycliffe Presbyterian Church, 
Great Neck Road, Virginia Beach from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and will cost $40 for TQG members 
and $45 for non TQG members.  

In the workshop you will have the opportunity to make a gorgeous scrappy petal garden quilt 
using one of a few methods of machine applique. The tool kit for the class, which includes the 
pattern, nested petal template and choice of Terial Magic or Steam a Steam 2 , costs $19.  

The February Monday guild meetings will see Penni pre-
sent Quilting Threads (Navigating the endless tips, 
tricks, books, blogs, patterns and products of the 

quilting world) when she will share some of her fa-
vorite do’s and don’t’s from her quilting journey, plus 
some of her mishaps and tips to make your quilting life 
easier.  

Mark your calendar: February 10, 2018 :Workshop 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  

February 12, 2018 : Trunk Show - Day and Night 
Guild meetings  
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Quilt Show Updates 

The next Quilt Show Committee meeting is on January 2, 
2018 at 6:30pm. We meet at the CUMC (where Night Chap-
ter meets) in the conference room.  There is an email ad-
dress for the quilt show tqg.quiltshow@gmail.com if anyone 
has any questions.” 

“Several members inquired about the fabric box centerpiec-
es at the December Night Chapter meeting that were gifted 
to lucky attendees. The pattern for the fabric box is provided. 
This is for a box that is smaller than those made for the 
meeting, but you can easily adjust the size of your box by in-
creasing the size of the initial square cut from your fabric. 
The larger the box size you will also need to adjust the 
depth of the sides of the box by making them deeper, which 
is strictly up to your preference. I hope you enjoy making 
them.  

The pattern is at the end of the Newsletter. 

 Karan Fisher 
1213 Rittman Road 

Virginia Beach, VA 23464 

757-761-1173 

mailto:tqg.quiltshow@gmail.com
tel:(757)%20761-1173
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Updates from the Virginia Quilt Museum!   
January 2018 
www.vaquiltmuseum.org            (540) 433-3818 

info@vaquiltmuseum.org     

https://www.facebook.com/VAQuiltMuseum 

 
Important Reminder:  The Museum will be closed for winter 
break December 17, 2017 through February 19, 2018! 

 

 
Happy Holidays to all and a Joyous New Year! 
 
 
You won't want to miss our 2018 Season Opening on 
Tuesday, February 20th for the unveiling of five new exhibits!  

And, starting in 2018, the first Saturday of each new exhibit will feature an 
all-day Artist Meet & Greet, including a gallery walk and light refreshments! 
 
Mark your calendar for the 2018 Artist Meet & Greet Saturdays: 
Exhibit I – February 24 
Exhibit II – May 26 
Exhibit III – September 22 
 

 
 

 
 
 

are a huge part of the VQM!  We not only welcome 
volunteers, we couldn’t get along without them! 

If you or anyone you know is interested, 
contact  vqmvolunteer@gmail.com.   

We'd love to have you! 

Volunteer training January 20, 2018  
– for Shop, Events, and Docents –   

Volunteer Recognition April 26th, 3 to 5 pm  
– Cross Keys Vineyards – 

 
 

vqm.marketing.coordinator 

@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events in early 2018 
 

Feb. 20:  VQM reopens 
 
Feb. 24: Artist Meet & Greet with African Drum Circle,  
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 
Mar. 10: Nick Powers lecture and Meet & Greet, 10:30 - 
2:30 with lecture at 11:30 

 
Mar. 21: Stash Blast in Harrisonburg  
 
April 7: Hollis Chatelain lecture with African Drum 
Circle, 1:30, Asbury UMC   
 

Call for Entries - From the Shenandoah Valley 

Botanical Album Quilt blog: 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum will host a very special and much 
anticipated exhibit titled: Beyond the Valley – A tribute to 
Esther Blair Matthews – May 22 through Sept 8, 2018. 
 
If you have made a quilt inspired by Esther, we hope you will 
consider submitting your quilt for consideration.  Entries accepted 
Dec 1, 2017 – Jan 5, 2018!  You can find details about the SVBAQ 
Call for Entries here:  

https://svbotanicalquilt.blogspot.com/p/quilt-entries-for-
exhibit.html 
 
 

Do any shopping on Amazon? Enter here and the VQM benefits!    
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1637667 
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Fabric Box Pattern 

Supplies: 

FQ fabric for inside of the box (a favorite print) 
FQ Coordinating fabric (tone on tone, small print, stripes, checks, polka dots, etc.)  
for the outside of the box. 
Décor Bond (or other stiff stabilizer that is fusible) 
96” of coordinating color ribbon measuring 1/8” up to 3/8” wide 

 
Cutting Instructions: 
 

Cut 1 square measuring 8 ½” from print fabric  
Cut 1 square measuring 8 ½” from coordinating fabric  
Cut 2 squares measuring 8 ½” from Décor Bond (or other stiff stabilizer) 
Cut 4 lengths of ribbon measuring 24” each 

 
Sewing Instructions:   
 
Pair up one print fabric 8 ½” square with one coordinating fabric 8 ½” square.  Following man-
ufacturer’s instructions, fuse the Décor Bond (or other stiff stabilizer) to the wrong side of 
both fabric squares.  Next, place the fabric squares together with right sides facing each oth-
er.  Sew ¼” seam around the perimeter of the square leaving at least 3-4 inch open on one 
side.  Trim corners diagonally before turning.  Turn the square right side out and press it flat, 
then sew the opening closed along the edge or if you prefer you can hand sew the closure us-
ing a slip stitch. 
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Attaching the ribbons: 
 
Take 4 lengths of the 24” ribbon and attach to the side of the box that is the co-
ordinating fabric.  Measure 1 ½” down from the edge of the sewn square on all 4 
sides and lightly mark a straight line from edge to edge.  This will be your place-
ment for the ribbon lengths.  Use an open zigzag stitch to attach each ribbon 
length.  Sew the 2 ribbon lengths that run the same direction (left to right) and 
then turn the square to add and sew the other 2 ribbon lengths.  The ribbons 
will naturally intersect at the corners 1 ½” down from the edge.   
 

    
 
 

 
 
Fold the sides of the completed box and tie the ribbons into a small bow. To help 
hold the corners together so they can be tied, use a small binding clip or a paper 
clip. To store, do not tie the corners, but instead keep them flat. 


